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Preface -

The city of Guangzhou has a history of over 2000 years. It has
been regarded as the center of Lingnan Culture, the originating port
of the Maritime Silk Route, the cradle of democratic revolution and
the forefront of China’s reform and opening to the outside world, all of
which endow the city with rich culture and human heritage. We believe
that our country will thrive only if our culture thrives, and our nation
will be strong only if our culture is strong. Constructing a city with
profound culture provides fundamental support to better retain the
city’s culture root and achieve high-quality development.

As a city museum, the Guangzhou Museum is always well
aware of its mission and commitment to tell and pass on the history
and culture of the city to the public. In this exhibition, about 100 sets
of artifacts are meticulously selected from the museum’s collection
to throw light on the different features of Lingnan culture, as well as
the city’s cultural characteristics of Maritime Silk Route, innovation,
and revolution. We hope that a stroll among the exhibits acquaints the
viewer to a better understanding of the city, and their passion to love
and esteem the city can thus be inspired.
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Lingnan culture shares the common cultural
wealth of China and plays an important role in the
nation’s culture, while Guangzhou serves as the hub of
Lingnan culture.

The development of the Lingnan area and the
fusion of Han and Yue peoples embarked when the first
Emperor of the Qin Dynasty conquered the Lingnan area,
and Zhao Tuo promoted the policy of “Amalgamating
the hundred Yue tribes”. From the Three Kingdoms
period onward, the economy and culture in Guangzhou
further developed along with people migrated to
the South from the Central China. Exchanges of
commodities and cultures kept thriving during the period
of Sui, Tang, Song and Yan Dynasties, while the Ming
and Qing Dynasties witnessed the heyday of education
development when renowned scholars emerged and
imposed a national-wide influence. Over the past
2200 years, Lingnan culture gradually took shape and
developed its own features, and magnificently imbued
itself with vitality and charm at the same time.
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Works of art dating to the Qing Dynasty are
specially selected and showcased here to tell the story of
local craftsmen, who keep honing their skills and create
Canton-style products of fine and delicate craftsmanship
by inheriting traditional techniques, incorporating Chinese
features with those of the West and successfully creating
new trends. These objets d’art, so enamored Europeans at
that time, are celebrated as the representatives of Chinese
works, which testify the spirits of innovation of Cantonese
craftsmen and their unyielding commitment to be the very
best.
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Since the Opium War, China was confronted with the
most acute crisis that involved a fight for its very survival.
With immense perseverance, numerous courageous patriots
fought for the nation’s independence and the people’s
liberation. Guangzhou became the cradle of the democratic
revolution where tenacious struggles took place. The year
1921 witnessed the founding of the Communist Party of
China, who take Marxism as its guiding ideology and
brought lights to the Chinese people. Since then, a piairie
revolution fire was started. From the Great Revolution to the
liberation of the city, Guangzhou, led by the CPC, and with
the persistence and determination of being the forerunners,
surprised the nation by an epic revolutionary story of
fighting for the great rejuvenation of China.
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Epilogue

Understanding China from Guangzhou, where new looks
take place in the old city. Revolutionary legacy is passed on and on
across the lucid waters and lush mountains. Let us deepen the innova-
tion-driven reforms and construct Greater Bay Area together.

On the new journey in the new era, we are acutely aware that
the city still faces new challenges and chances. All of us are the exact
participants who witness, experience, and create the city. Let us carry
forward the red revolutionary gene and pass down the cultural root of
the city with strong momentum of innovation and concrete efforts, and
strive to create new glories!




B M
202249 A 27 A—2023 %2 A 5 A

Hp, Sy
I AR AR R T

Date
September 27, 2022 - February 5, 2023

e Venue

Thematic Exhibition Hall, Guangzhou Museum

A5 5]
. AW GERFHB AR
B =Z A8 9:00-17:30 (17:00 1% .- % %)
L bk N T ARE N A N ALE AR
. R daE: 020-83550627 / 83545253 o
;£>‘
© mEEhE ¢

-

Y

UiHEER = it
b
1

%
osmn e?@& 234
(o]
==
rHEENERg EF 58

aanggﬂ Higpy




g
SR
Heks i
S
W

D

KB weLE W
& B X

U RS

LA

R R



